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ter devoid of evidence of any mutual understanding for & submission of her claim
to the throne to the Umited States. It is very evidently a protest against the
alleged action of Minister Stevens as well as the new Government, and contains a
notice of her appeal to the United States.

The document was received exactly as it wouid have been received if it had come
through the mail. The indorsement of its receipt upon the paper was made at the
request of the individual who brought it as evidence of its safe delivery. Asto the
ex-Queen’s notice of her appeal to the United States, it was a ratter of indifference
tous. Such an appeal could not have been prevented, as the mail service was in
operation as usual. That such a notice, and our receipt of it ‘without comment,
should be made a foundation of a claim that we had submitted our right to exist
as a government to the United States had never occurred to us until suggested to
us by your Government. The protest is as follows: .

1, Lilinokalani, by the grace of God and nnder the constitution of the Hawaiian
Kingdom, Queen, do hereby solemnly protest against any and all acts done against
myself and the constitutional Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by certain
perso(xlm claiming to have established a provisional government of and for this
Kingdom.

¢That I yield to the superior force of the United States of America, whose minis-
tor plenipotentisry, his excellency John L. Stevens, has caused United States troops
to be landed at Honolulu, and declared that he would support the said Provisional
Government.

“Now, to avoid any collision of armed forces, and perhaps the loss of life, I do,
under this protest, and impelled by said foree, yield my anthority until such time as
the Government of the United States shall, npon the facts being presented to it,
undo the action of its representative and reinstate me in the authority which I
claim as the constitutional sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands.

“Done at Honolulu the 17th day of January, A. D. 1893.

¢ TALIUOKALANI, R.
¢ SAMUEL PARKER,
¢ Minister of Foreign Affairs.
#'WiLLiaM H. CORNWELL,
¢ Minister of Finance.
¢““JorxN F. COLBURN,
‘¢ Minister of the Interior.
¢A.P. 'ETERSON,
“ Atlorney-General,
“8, B. Dorx, Erq., and others,
¢ Compoasing the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands.”

(Indorsed:) ‘‘Received by the hands of the late cabinet this 17th day of January,
A.D. 1893. 8anford B. Dole, chairman of executive council of Provisional Govern-
ment.”

You may not be aware, but such is the fact, that at no time until the presentation
of the claim of the President of the United States of his right to interfere in the
internal affairs of this eountry, by you on December 19, has this Government been
officially informed by the United States Government that any such course was con-
templated. And not until the publication of Mr. Gresham’s letter to the President

f tﬁe United States on the Hawaiian question had we any reliable intimation of
such a policy. The adherents of the ex-Queen have indeed claimed from time to
time that such was the case, but we have never been able to attach serious impor-
tance to their rumors to that effect, feeling secure in our perfect diplomatic rela-
tions with your country, and relying upon the friendship and fairness of a govern-
ment whose dealings with us had ever shown full recognition of our independence
as a sovereign power, without any tendency to take advantage of the disparity of
strength between the two countries.

If your contention that President Cleveland believes that this Government and
the ex-Queen have submitted their respective claims to the sovereignty of this
country to the adjudication of the United States is correct, then, may I ask, when
and where has the President held his court of arbitrationt This Government has
had no notice of the sitting of such atribunal and vo opportunity of presenting
evidence of its claims. If Mr. Blount’s investigations were a part of theproceedings
of such a court, this Government did not know it and was never informed of it;
indeed, aa I have mentioned above, we never knew until the publication of Secre-
tary Gresham’s letter to President Cleveland a few weeks ago, that the American
Executive had a policy of interference under contemplation. Even if we had known
that Mr. Blount was authoritatively acting as a commissiover to take evidence upon
the question of the restoration of the ex-Queen, the methods adopted by him in
making his investigations were, I submit, unsuitable to such. an examination op
any examination upon which hminan interests were to be adjudicated.
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As I am reliably informed, he selected his witnesses and examined them in secret
freely using leading questions, giving no opportunity for a cross-examination, and
often not permitting such explanations by witnesses themselves as they desired to
make of evidence which he had drawn from them. Is it hardly necessary for me to
suggest that under such a mode of examination some witnesses would be almost
helpless in the hauds of an astute lawyer, and might be drawn into saying things
which would be only half-truths, and standing alone would be misleading or even
false in effect. Is it likely that an investigation conducted in this manner could
result in a fair, full, and truthful statement of the case in point? Surely the desti-
nies of a friendly Government, admitting by way of argument that the right of
arbitration exists, may not be disposed of upon an ex parie and secret investigation
made without the knowledge of such Government or an opportunity by it to be
heard or even to know who the witnesses were.

Mr. Blount came here as a stranger and at once entered upon his duties, He
devoted himself to the work of collecting information, both by the examination of
witnesses and the collection of statistics and other documentary matter, with great
energy and industry, giving up, substantially, his whole time to its prosecution. He
was here but a few months, and duriug that time was so occupied with this work
that he had little opportunity left for receiving those impressions of the state of
affairs which could best have come to hiin, incidentally, through a wide sveiai1uzer-
course with the people of the couniry and a personal acquaintince with its various
communities and educational and industrial enterprises. He saw the country from
his cottage in the center of Honolulu mainly through the eyes of the witnesses whom
heexamined. Under these circumatances is it probable that the most earnest of men
would be able to form & statement that could safely be relied upon as the basis of a
decision upon the question of the standing of a govermment?

In view, therefore, of all the facts in relation to the question of the President’s
suthority to interfere and concerning which the members of the executive were
actors and eye-witnesses, I am able fo assure your excellency that by ro action of this
Government, on the 17th day of Janunary last or since that time, has the authority
devolved upou the President of the United States to interfers id the internal affairs
of this country through any conscious act or expression of this Government with
such an intention.

You state in your communieation— :

¢ After a patient examination of Mr. Blount’s reports the President 1s satisfied
that the movement against the Queen if not instigated was encouraged and sup-
ported by the représentative of this Government at Honolulu; that he promised iu
advance to aid her enemies in an effort to overthrow the Hawaiian Government and
set up by force a new government in its place; that he kept his promise by causing
o detachment of troops to be landed from the Boston on the 16th of January, 183,
aud by recognizing the Provisional Government the next day when it was too
feeble to defend itself and the Constitntional Government was able to snccessfully
maintain its authority against any threatening force other than that,of the United
States already landed.”

Without entering into a discussion of the facts I beg to state in reply that I am
unable to judge of the correctness of Mr. Blount’s report from which the President’s
conclusions were drawn, as I have had no opportunity of examining such report.
But I desire to specifically and emphatically deny the correctness of each and every
one of the allegations of fact contained in the above-quoted statement; yet, as the
President has arrived at & positive opinion in his own mind in the matter, I will
refer 1o it from his standpoint. ‘

My position, is briefly, this: If the Amecrican forces illegally assisted the revolu-
tionists in the establishment of the Provisional Government that Government is
not responsible for their wrong-doing. It waspurely a private matter for discipline
between the United States Government and its own officers. There is, I submit, no

recedent in international law for the theory that such action of the American
groops has conferred upon the United States authority over the internal affairs of
this Government. Should it be true, as you have suggested, that the American Gov-
ernment made itself responsible to the Queen, who, it is alleged lost her throne
through such action, that is not a matter for me to discuss, exeept to submit that
if such be the case, it is a matter for the American Government and her o settle
between them. This Government, a recognized sovereign power, equal in authority
with the United States Government and enjoying diplomatic relations with it, can
not be destroyed by it for the sake of discha,r%infg its obligations to the ex-Queen,

Upon these grounds, Mr. Minister, in behalf of my Government I respectfully pro-
test against the usurpation of its authority as suggested by the language of your
communication.,

It is difficnlt for a stranger like yourself, and much more for the President of the
United States, with his pressing responsibilities, his crowding cares and his want of
familiarity with the condition and history of this country and the inner life of it4
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people, to obtain a clear insight into the real state of affairs and to understand the
social currents, the race feelings and tRe customs anvd traditions which all contribute
to the political outlook. We, who bave grown up here or who have adopted this
country as our home, are conscious of the difficnity of maintaining a stable govern-
ment here. A community which is made up of five races, of which the larger part
but dimly appreciate the significance and value of representative institutions, offers
political problems whieh may well tax the wisdom of the most experienced states-
man.

For long Years a large and influential part of this community, including many for-
eigners and native Hawaiians, have observed with deep regret the retrogressive
tendencies of the Hawaiian monarchy, and have honorably striven against them,
and have sought through legislative work, the newspapers, and by personal appeal
and individualinfluence to support and emphasize the representative features of the
monarchy and to create a pnblic sentiment favorable thereto, and thereby to avert
the catastrophe that seemed inevitable if such tendencies were not restrained.
These efforts have been met by the last two sovereigne in a spirit of aggressive hos-
tility. The struggle became at length a weil-defined issue between royal preroga-
tive aud the right of representative government, and most bitterly and unscrupu-
lously has it been carried on in the interests of the former. The King’s privilege of
importing goods for his own use without ipa,ying the duties thereon was abused to
the extent of admitting large quantities of liquors, with which to debauch the elec-
torate. He promoted the election of Government officers, both executive and judi-
cial,to thelegislative assembly, and freely appointed tooffice elected members thereof,

In the legislature of 1886, of which I was a member, the party supporting the
Government was largely in the majority, and nearly every member of such majority
held some appointment from the Government, and some of them as many as two or
three, thereby effectually placing the legislative branch of the Government under
the personal and absolute control of the King. The constitntional encroschments,
lawless extravagance, and scandalons and open sales of patronage and privilege to
the highest bidfer by Kalakaua brought in at length the revolution of 1887, which
bad the full sympathy and moral support of all the diplomatic representatives in
Honolulu, including Minister Merrill, who was at that time President Cleveland’s
minister here,

This revolntion was not an annexation movement in any sense, bnt tended toward
an independent republic, but, when it had the monarchy in its power, conservative
counsels prevailed, and a new lease of life was allowed that institution on the con-
dition of royal fidelity to the new constitution, which was then promnlgated and
which greatly curtailed the powers of the sovereign. Kalakaua was not faithfnl
to this compact, and sought as far as possible to evade its stipulations. The insnr-
rection of 1839 was connived at by him, and the hounsehold guards under kis control
were not allowed to take part in suppressing it. The Princess Lilinokalani was in
full sympathy with this movement, bein% a party to it, and furnished her suburban
residence to the insurgents for their meefings. The arrangements were there made,
and the insurgents marched thence for their attack npon the Governmeunt. The
affair was suppressed in a few hours of fighting, with some loss of life to the insur-
geuts, by the party which carried throngh the revolution of 1887,

The ex-Queen’s rule was even more reckless and retrogressive than her brother’s.
Less politic than he, and with less knowledge of affairs, she had more determination
and was equally noreliable and deficient in moral principle. She, to all appearance,
unhesitatingly took the oath of office to govern according to the constitution, and
evidently regardin¥ it merely as a formal ceremony began, according to her own
testimony to Mr. Blount, to lay her plaus to destroy the constitution aud replace it
with one of her own creation. With a like disregard of its sanctions, she made the
most determined efforts to control all of the appointments to office, both executive
aud judicial. The sessiou of the legislature of 1892 was the longest that had ever
occurred in our history, and was characterized by a most obstinate struggle for per-
sonal control of the Government and the legislature on the part of the Queen. This
was sirenuously resisted by the opposition.

During this eontest four ministerial cabinets were appointed and unseated, and
the lottery-franchise bill, which bad been withdrawn early in the session for want
ef sufficient support, was at the last moment, when the opposition was weakened
by the absence of several of its members, again brought forward and passed throngh
the exercise of improper aud illegitimate influences upon the ]eﬁisluturs, aniong
which were peraonal appeals on the part of the Queen to them. The cabinet which
represented the opposition and the majority of the legislature which the Queen had
been compelled o appoint was unseated by similar means, and with a new cabinet
of her own choice SJO legislature was prorogned. This lottery franchise was of a
character corresponding with similar institutions which have been driven out of
every State of the American Union by an indignant public sentiment. If it had been
established here it would in a brief period bave obtained full control of the Govern-
ment patronage and corrupted the social and political life of the people.
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Aithough the sitnation at the close of the session was deeply discouraging to the
community, it was accepted withont any intntion of meeting it by other than legal
means. The attempted coup d’état of the Queen followed, and her ministers, threat-
ened with violence, fled to the citizens for assistance and protection; then it was
that the uprising against the Queen took place, and, gathering force from day to
day, resulted in the proclamation of the Provisional Government and the abrogation
of the mouarchy on the third day thereafter.

No man can correctly say that the Queen owed her downfall to the interference of
American forces. The revolution was carried through by the representatives, now
largely reinforced, of the same public sentiment which forced the monarchy to its
knees in 1887, which suppressed the insurrection of 1889, and which for twenty
years has been battling E)r representative government in this country. If the
American forces had beeu absent the revolution would have taken place, for the
sufficient causes for it bad nothing to do with their presence,

I, therefore, in all friendship of the Government of the United States, which you
represent, and desiring to cherish the good will of the great American people, sub-
mit the answer of my Government to your proposition, and ask that you will
transmit the same to the President of the United States for his consideration.

Though the Provisional Government is far from being ‘‘a great power” and could
not long resist the forces of the United States in a bostile attack, we deem ourposition
to be impregnable under all legal precedents, under the principles of diplomatic
intercourse, and in the forum of conscience. We bave done your Government no
wrong; no charge of discourtesy is or can be brought against us. Our only issue
with your people has been that, beeause we revered its ingtitutions of civil liberty,
we have desired to have them extended to our own distracted country, and because
we honor its flag and deeminlg that its beneficent and authoritative aEl'esences would
be for the best interests of all of our people, we have stood ready to add our country,
a new star, to its glory, and to consummate a union which we believed would be as
much for the benefit of your country as ours. If this is an offense, we plead guilty
to it. :

I am ivstructed to inform you, Mr. Minister, that the Provisional Government of
the Hawaiian Islands respectfully and unhesitatingly declines to entertain the
proposition of the President of the United States that it should surrender its author-
ity to the ex-Queen.

This answer is made not only upon the grounds hereinbefore set forth, but upon
our sense of duty and loyalty to the brave men whose commissions we hold, who
have faithfully stood by us in the hour of trial, and whose will is the only earthly
anthority we recognize. We cannot betray the sacred trnst they have placed in our
hands, o trust which 1epresents the cause of Christian civilization in the interests of
the whols people of these islanda.

With assurances of the highest consideration,

1have, etc.,
SaANFORD B. DOLE,
Minister of Foreign Affairs.
His Excellency ALBERT 8. WILLIS,
U. 8. Envoy Extraordinary end Minister Plenipotentiary.

Mr. Willis to Mr. Gresham.

No. 19.] DECEMBER 23, 1893.
This communication simply transmits minister’s salary account.

{Telegram.]

W ASHINGTON, January 12, 1894.
W. A. CoOPER,
U. 8. Dispatch Agent,
Post-Office Building, San Francisco, Cal.:
Forward following telegram to Hon. A. 8. Willis, U. 8. minister,
Honolulu, by steamer Mariposa to-morrow.
W. Q. GRESHAM,
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WILLIS, WASHINGTON, January 19, 1894,
Minister, Honolulu:

Your numbers 14 to 18, inclusive, show that you have rightly com-
prehended the scope of your instructions, and have, as far as was in
your power, discharged the onerous task confided to you.

The President sincerely regrets that the Provisional Government
refuses to acquiesce in the conclusion which his sense of right and duty
and a due regard for our national honor constrained him to reach and
submit as a measure of justice to the people of the Hawaiian Islands
and their deposed sovereign. While it is true that the Provisional
Government was created to exist only until the islands were annexed
to the United States, that the Queen finally, but reluctantly, surren-
dered to an armed force of this Government illegally quartered in
Honolulu, and representatives of the Provisional Government (which
realized its impotency and was anxious to get control of the Queen’s
means of defense) assured her that, if she would surrender, her case
would be subsequently considered by the United States, the President
has never claimed that such action constituted him an arbitrator in the
technical sense, or authorized him to act in that capacity between the
Constitutional Government and the Provisional Government. Yon
made no such claim when you acquainted that Government with the
President’s decision. ‘

The solemn assurance given to the Queen has been referred to, not
as authority for the President to act as arbitrator, but as a fact mate-
rial to a just determination of the President’s duty in the premises.

In the note which the minister of foreign affairs addressed to you
on the 23d ultimo it is stated in effect that even if the Constitutional
Government was subverted by the action of the Amnerican minister and
an invasion by a military force of the United States, the President’s
authority is limited to dealing with our own unfaithful officials, and that
he can take no steps looking to the correction of the wrong done. The
President entertains a different view of his responsibility and duty.
The subversion of the Hawaiian Government by an abuse of the author-
ity of the United States was iu plain violation of international law and
required the President to disavow and condemn the act of our offend-
ing officials, and, within the limits of his constitutional power, to
endeavor to restore the lawful authority.

.On the 18th ultimo the President sent a special message to Congress
communicating copies of Mr. Blount’s reports and the instructions
given to him and to you. On the same day, answering a resolutiou of
the House of Representatives, he sent copies of all correspondence
since March 4, 1889, on the political affairs and relations of Hawaii,
withholding, for sufficient reasons, only Mr. Stevens’ No. 70 of October
8, 1892, and your No. 3 of N ovember 16, 1893. The President therein
‘announced that the conditions of restoration suggested by him to the
Queen had not proved acceptable to her, and that since the instruec-
tions sent to you to insist upon those conditions he had not learned
that the Queen was willing to assent to them. The President there-
upon submitted the subject to the more extended powers and wider
discretion of Cougress, adding the assurance that he would be grati-
fied to cooperate in any legitimate plan which might be devised for a
solution of the problem consistent with American honor, integrity, and
morality.

Your reports show that on further reflection the Queen gave her
unqualified assent in writing to the conditions suggested, but that the
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Provisional Government refuses to acquiesce in the President’s deci
sion.

The matter now being in the bands of Congress the President will
keep that body fully advised of the situation, and will lay before it
from time to time the reports received from you, including your No. 3,
heretofore withheld, and all instructions sent %o you. In the mean-
time, while keeping the Department fully infurmed of the course of
events, you will, until further notice, consider that your special instrue-
tions upon this subject have becn fully complied with,

GRESHAM,





